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SERMON 
Preach'd at 
T unBRIDGE-WELLS. 


I Cor. vi. n 9. 20. 


— And ye are not your own ; 

For ye are bought with a Price, therefore 
glorify God in your Body, and in your 
Spirit, which are God's. 


OR the occaſion and dependence of 
the Word, 1t will be neceſlary to look 
back to the beginning of this Chapter, 
where we ſhall find that ſeveral very 


ſcandalous practices had prevailed amongſt the 
Corinthians, as Going to Law with one ano- 
ther, and that before Heathen Judges, ver. 1. 
Defrauding one another of their juſt Rights, 
ver, 8. and the heinous Sin of Fornication. 
ver. 13, Theſe St. Paul takes notice of 2 
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{ſome Warmth and Concern, Dare any of you 
having a Matter againſt another go to Law? 
&c. and ver. 5. I ſpeak to your . is it 
fo, that there is not a wiſe Man among you 2 
And ſo he proceeds, applying proper Diſſua. 
ſives againſt theſe ſeveral Vices concluding in 
the words of my Text, with the moſt ſtrong 
and prevalent argument, to convince them of 
the Unreaſonableneſs and Injuſtice of their 
Behaviour. And ye are not your own , for ye 
are bought with a Price, therefore gloriß 
God in your Body, and in your Spirit, which ar: 
God's. 

Which Words according to their natural 
order contain in them theſe three things. 


Erſt, A Denial of any Right of Propriety in 
themſelves. Te are not your own. 


Secondly. An Aſſert ion of Gods Propriety in 
them, founded on his Purchaſe of them, 


by the Blood and Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 
For ye are bought with @ Price, 


Thirdly, Their Duty concluded from their 
Relation to God as his Own, his Purchaſe, 
or Redecmed ones. Therefore glorif) 
God in your Body, and in your Spirit, 
which are God's. i. e. Since God hath 
ſo full and indiſputable a Right of Propri- 
ety in you upon the Title of Creation 
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Duty, and fo conclude: 


„„ 
and Preſervation, but more ſpeci Wy of 
Redemption by the Blood of Jefus Chriſt ; 
let his Glory be the ultimate Scoye and 
Intendment of all your Actions, let all 
the Faculties of your Souls and Bodies be 
employed in his Service, and let the 
effets of this Pious Induſtry appear in 
an exact Conformity of your Lives to his 
moſt Holy Laws, that ſo the Luſtre of 
Jour good works, may be conſpicuous 
efore Men, and adminiſter occaſion to 
them, to glorify your Father which is 

in Heaven. 

From the Words thus conſidered I ſhall in 

diſcourſing thereon obſerve this Method. 
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Firft, I ſhall endeavour more fully to ex- 
plain to you the Nature of the Duty here en- 
pyned of Glorifying God, and ſhew you 
wherein it conſiſts, 


Secondly, 1 ſhall offer ſome Arguments to 
excite you to the Performance of this Duty, 
drawn from the Conſideration propos'd by the 
Apoſtle in the Text, vis. That we are not 
Ty own, but are bought with a Price. 


Thirdly and Laſily, I ſhall give you ſome 
Dire&ions for the Regular Diſcharge of this 


WO 


(8) 


To begin with the Firſt. The Glory of Gaz 

ing repreſented to us in Scripture, as the 
End of Man and of the whole Creation, the 
advancing of this in thoſe Ways which God 
Hath preſcribed to us, either in Nature or 
Revelation, muſt nec:flarily be the highef 
Duty of our Lives, and as ſuch requires ou 
diftin& Conſideration. Without troubling 
you with the various acceptations of this 
Phraſe, The Glory of God in Holy Scrip. 
ture; 1 ſhall take notice only of two, as ſuft- 
cient for my preſent purpoſe, 

Firſt, The Glory of God ſometimes ſigni fies the 
Tranſcendent Exeellencies of his Nature in it 
ſelf conſidered. And in this ſenſe it cannot be 
propoſed to Man as capable of being advanced by 


him. No! God is all-ſufticient in himſclt, 
his Perfections admit not of addition or dimi. 
nution by any Created Being, like the Sun, his 
Juſtre is the ſame whether we gaze upon it or 
ſhut our Eyes. Can a Man be profitable uni 
God? ſays Eliphaz to Job, Chap. xxii. 2, 3 
as be that is wiſe may be profitable unto bin- 
ſelf? Is it any pleaſure to the Almighty that 
thou art righteous, or is it Gain to him tht 
thou makeſt thy ways perf 7 And again 
Chap. xxxv. 5, 5, 7. Look unto the Heaven, 
and fe, and behold the Clouds which art 
bigher than thou. If thou ſinneſt, what dof 
thou againſt bim? or if thy Tranſpreſſions | 
multiplied, what doeſt thou unto him? If "7 
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be Righteous, what giveſt thou him? or what 
receiveth be of thine Hands? The reſult of 
all which expreſſions imports the infinite diſ- 
proportion between the Creator and the Crea- 
ture, and conſequently an utter impoſlibility, 
that the beſt Services of Created Beings, can 
make any addition to the Divine Perfecti- 


ons. 


But then Secondly, The Glory of God 
oftentimes is put to ſignify, The Appearances of 
his Perfections in his Creatures, whether Na- 
tural or Free Agents, as diſceru'd by Man 
for his Honour. And fo to Glorify God, is 
by frequent converſing with the diſcoveries he 
has been pleaſed to make of himſelf in the 
Works of Creation and Providence, but 
above all in that ſtupendious Work of our 
Redemprion by Jeſus Chriſt, to imprint on 
our Minds the moſt lively and ſenſible appre- 
henſions of his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs, 
and to improve theſe to an Holy Conformity 
into his likeneſs, in all his imitable Perfecti- 
21 5Wors. *Tis to ſet God always before 115, in his 
\Whree grand Relations to us, as our Creator, 
edeemer and Sanctiſier, to conſider the Du- 
les conſequent upon theſe Relations, and the 
navifold Obligations from thence ariſing, to 
he Performance of them. Jn a word then to 
ome cloſe to the defign of the Text, to Glo- 
5 God in the Senſe 8 recommended, is 
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(10 ) 
out of a deep and Serious Senſe of the Sove- 
reign Benefits of our Redemption, more parti. 
cularly as the Maſter-piece of all the Works of 
God, to devote our ſelves, both Souls and 
Bodies to the Service of that God, who hath 
wrought ſo great Salvation for us. 


IT. I come now to the Second thing pro- 
poſed, which was to offer fome Arguments to 
excite you to the Performance of this Duty, 
drawn from the Conſideration urg'd by the 
Apoſtle in the Text, That we are not our own, 
but are bought with a Price. A Conſideration 
this of the molt important Nature, and ſuch 
as carries with it the ſtrongeſt obligations to 
Holineſs and Piety, that can poſlibly be pro- 
poſed to a Realonable Creature. Not to men- 
tion any other, thoſe I ſhall at preſent lay 
before you are, Gratitude, Juſtice, or Equity 
and Intereſt. 


1ſt. The Conſideration, That we are not 
our own, but are bought with a Price, and 
this of no leſs value than that of the Blood cf 
Teſus Chriſt, obliges us in Gratitude to the 
largeſt returns of Duty and Obedience that 
we are capable of. Thar God ſhould ſend 
his Son the Darling of his Love into the 
World; to take upon him the form of a Ser- 
vant, that He who lay in the Boſom of the 
Father from all Eternity, the Brighmeſ: 
1 


6 
bis Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
hould leave the Manſions of Bliſs, to take up 
his Tabernacle amongſt us, and thereby be- 
come obnox1ous to all the Natural infirmities 
of our Fleſh, Sin only excepted, and not only 
ſo, but ſhould expoſe himſelf to, and patient- 
ly ſuffer the higheſt Indignities that could be 
offered, even to Death it ſelf, and all this for 
the Sake of Sinful, Miſerable, Loſt Man, to 
purchaſe for him a Redemption from the 
Bondage of Sin, Satan, and his own Luſts, vnd 
to reinſtate him in thoſe happy Priviledges he 
had forfeited by his Rebellion againſt his God : 
This is ſuch an amazing Inſtance of condeſcen- 
ding Love and Goodnelis as at once challenges 
our moſt Devout Admiration and Pious ack- 
nowledgments of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, 
And could we but once be perſuaded to fit 
down now and then, aud give our ſelves leave 
ſeriouſly to contemplate this great Redemption 
in all the glorious and bleſſed Circumſtances, 
wherein tis ſer forth to us in the Goſpel, it 
would be impoſſible for us as long as we have 
any thing that is modeſt and ingenuous, ten- 
der and apprehenſive left in our Nature, to 
forbear crying out with Holy David, P/al, 
cxvi. 12. What ſhall I render unto the Lord, 
for all his Benefits * For the Benefits of our 
Creation, that whereas he might have made 
us lower than the loweſt of all his Creatures, 
he hath been pleaſed to make us Rational Be- 
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(12) 
ing, and endue us with thoſe noble Faculties of 
our Souls, whereby we are capable of Know. 
ing, Loving, and Enjoying him here and to 
all Eternity; for the Benefits of our Preſerv. 
tion, that notwithſtanding our daily abuſe of 
his Mercies, he is pleaſed to continue to us the 
Communications of his Goodneſs, both Naty- 
ral and Gracious by the influences whereof we 
Live, Move, and have our Being; lafth, 
and above all, for the Benefits of our Re 
demption, that when by our willful Diſobedi. 
ence of his moſt Righteous Laws, we had juſtly 
forfeited the Mercies of the former, had deff. 
ced God's Image on our Souls, and rendered 
our ſelves obnoxious to his Wrath, and the 
dreadful Effects thereof, Eternal Death; That in 
this wretched, ſorlorn Condition, when there 
was nothing in the whole Creation to ſtand in 
the Gap, and avert the executions of Gods 
Tuſtice, God ſhould then magnify his Wiſdom 
and Love in our Salvation, by his Mercy ve 
deem us as it were from his Juſtice, yet fo as 
that the former ſhould not be advanced upon 
the Ruins of the latter, but the whole be con- 
certed with ſuch exquiſite Wiſdom, that his 
Mercy might appear to be a moſt Righteous 
Mercy, entirely conſiſtent with his Governing 
Juſtice, and his Juſt ice a moſt merciful Ju- 
ſtice : O / the depth of the Riches both of the 
Wiſdom and of the Knowledge of God. This 
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a St. Paul's Rapturous Exclamation, when 
thought on theſe things, and ſuch as would 
ry well become the Mouths of every one of 
; who profeſs our Belief of them. But alas! 
> fupidly inſenſible are we grown, that we 
ther do not at all think upon theſe Mercies 
four God, or think upon them with ſuch a 
l Indifferency and languid Affections, as if 
hey were things wholly foreign to us. And 
This Behaviour ſuitable to the great obligati- 
that we lie under, for ſuch unſpeakable 
encfits, are theſe Returns fit for Reaſonable 
reatures, to make to the Author of ſuch glori- 
vs Bleflings 2 Did Chriſt come down from Hea- 
n to ſeek and ſave Us that were loſt, and does 
e got deſerve to be entertained with the moſt 
fectionate Reſpect? Alas what Hurt or Loſs 
ould it have been to him, if we had periſhed 
Ir ever in our Sin and Folly 2 Would not 
ſtice have been glorified upon ſuch di ſobedi- 
t Wretches ? Might he not have ſaid to his 
ther, © What are theſe poor ſinful Worms, 
that I ſhould be at all regardful of them? 
Muſt J ſuffer for their Sin and Folly. ? 
Should I debaſe my felt to become Man, 
becauſe they would have exalied themſelves 
to become as Gods? Thus Chriſt might 
we declined the Suffering and the Shame, 
d let it al and lie where it was Due; and 
en we mult all have laid our Hands upon our 

. Mouths, 
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(14) 


Mouths, and with Shame and Confuſion of Secs 
Face, have acknowledged the Juſtice t our 
Righteouſneſs of God: But his Compaſſiohte pr 
extended infinitely beyond our Merits, 1M in © 
freely offereth himſelf to be a Mediato ntirel 
between an offended God and Sinful Mu ugum 
And in this Capacity he comes down ie T. 
the Fleſh, he lives on Earth, he Faſteth, Hie ver 
Weepeth, he is Weary, he is Tempted, he Heaſon 
Hated, Revil'd, Scorn'd, and Spit upon b{MWhat 
thoſe Wretches, whom if he had pleite 7 
he could have ſpoke out of their Being ini, u 
to Eternal Miſery ; He is Crucitied wii rt tb. 
Thieves, He bears the Burden that would nne: 
ſunk us all to Hell; And muſt he be forgotte s if! 
after all theſe Inſtances of the moſt tend e m. 
Love and Compaſſion 2 Hear O Heaven on t! 
and give Ear O Earth, and let the whoWidenc: 
Creation be aſhamed and aſtoniſhed at ſuc 6 © 
Barbarous Ingratitude ! With what conſidenq eſlibl. 
can we pretend to any thing that es lu 
Modeſt and Ingenuous whilft we live wholWodies 
unconcerned at theſe Things, whilſt we out 
fuſe to be drawn by all theſe Cords of a Maynd Pu 
theſe Bands of Love, as the Scriptures eln Int 
gantly expreſs it, and not only fo, but perlifſte ſar 
to requite theſe unſpeakable Mercies of Hut 
God, with the boldeſt Affronts and Indignitie: * h 
ap. 
ens, 4 
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(15) 
S-condly, The Conſideration, That we are 
t our own, but are bought with the Price of 
he precious Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, obliges 
$1N iy gg and Equity to devote our ſelves 
ntirely to the Service of God. This is the 
\roument that the Apoſtle makes uſe of in 
he Text, and in fuch a manner, as if in 
he very propolal it carried with it all the 
eaſon and Conviction that could be deſired. 


n 9 
an 


Mo! 


n bWWhat ! know ye nor, ſays he, that your Body 
eie be Temple of che Holy Ghoſt which is in 
g ing, which ye bave of God, and know ye 
wil dot that ye are not your own © For this is the 
| hayWconnzxion between the two parts of the Verſe. 
2otreWs if he had ſaid, Sure you do not conſider 


he manifold Right that God hath in you, 


auen von the Title not only of Creation and Pro- 
whoWidence, but more particularly of Redempti- 
t ſuc by Je ſus Chriſt, otherwiſe it would be im- 
denq holible for you to be guilty of ſuch Sacrilegi- 
nat Wis lujuſtice asto alienate from his Service thoſe 
vholodtes and Souls of yours, which he hath fo 


doubted a Right in, and abuſe them to Ends 
nd Purpoſes ſo widely different from the Will 
nd Intention of their Rightful Owner, Upon 
be ſame Principles of natural Fuſtice and 
Liuty we find God expoſtulating the Caſe 
nth his People Iſrael, by the Prophet Iſaiah, 
lap. 1. the 24 and 3d Verſes, Hear O Hea- 
ens, and give Ear O Earth, for the Lore 
at 
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(16) 
bath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they baue rebelled againſt me 
The Ox knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs lit 
Maſter's Crib, but Iſrael does not know, yy 
People doth not conſider. And to the ſane 
Purpoſe by his Prophet Malachi, Chap. i. ver. 
6. A Son honoureth his Father, and a Servan 
his Maſter, if then I be a Father, where i; 
my Honour, if I be a Maſter where is my Fear 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, An Expoſtul:tion 
certainly the moſt juſt and reaſonable that 
could poſſibly be made, and ſuch whoſe force 
we cannot with{tand till we have broke thro 
the very firſt Principles of Natural Juſtice 
and Piety, For if Earthly Fathers and Al.. 
flers do upon the Account of their Derivative 
and Limited Authority, by all the Rules of 
Juſtice and Equity challenge the Re 
Obedience, and Service of their Sons and 
Servants, as their juſt Rights, with infinite 
ly more Reaſon, as the Grounds of the Re 
lation are infinitely more obliging, may th 
God and Father of us all, the Lord of He: 
ven and Earth, demand the beſt Services tht 
We are able to perform. As God 1s the Au 
thor of our Being, he hath an undoubte 
Right and Property in all the Faculties 0 
our Natures, as he preſerves and upholds ou 
Beings by the continual Emanations of hi 
Goodneſs without which we ſhould prelent! 
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drop into our primitive Nothing, he ac. 
quires every Day and Hour of our Lives, 
35 it were new Rights and Properties in us; 
And if to both theſe we add the Conſide ra- 
tion of what the Text particularly dire&s 
to, vis, Our Relation to God as his Pur- 
chaſe, by the Blood of Jefus Chriſt, we 
muſt unavoidably conclude, that by all the 
Ties and Obligations of Juſtice imaginable, 
we are God's, and conſequently that the ful- 
filling of his Will and Pleaſure in the Ule of 
all the Faculties of our Souls and Bodies, 
ought to be the ultimate Scope and Deſign 
of our Lives. An Inference this the moſt 
juſt and natural that can poffibly be made, 
and ſuch as rightly improved and applied, 
would by the Bleſſing of God, work in 
every one of us an holy alacrity and promp- 
titude, conſcientiouſly to diſcharge our Duty 
In the ſeveral Relations and Circumſtan- 
ces, wherein the Providence of God hath 
thought fit to diſpoſe us in the World. 
When in our more Rætir'd and Thoughttul 
Hours ( as I hope we have all of us ſome 
of theſe every Day of our Lives) we ſeri- 
ouſly contemplate on theſe things, one 
would think it were impoſſible , but ſuch 
thoughts as theſe muſt ariſe in the Hearts 
of every one of us. "Tis thou O age 

tnat 
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* that haſt made me, and not I my elf ; tis 
thou that preſerve and upholdeſt my 
being, and giveſt me of the Comfort 
and neceſſaries of Life freely to enjoy; 
tis thou that haſt redeemed me not with 
corruptible things, ſuch as Silver and 
Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
* Jeſus Chriſt, as of a Lamb without 
„Spot. All I am, and all I have, both 
« as a Reaſonable Creature, and a Chriſti. 
* an is wholly Thine ; to Thee therefore 0 
* Lord, as is moſt Juſt and Right, I «- 
“e tirely devote my ſelf both Soul and 
* Body: With my Tongue will I be talk. 
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ing of thy greatneſs, and declare thy 
glorious Works from Day to Day, with 
my Eyes will I behold the wonderful 
Effects of thy Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs, in the Works of Creation and 
Providence, all the Members of my 
Body, and Powers of my Soul, will [ 
employ as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs 
e to that God who hath ſo unduubteld 1: 
Right and Title to them, and from 
„ whoſe Service they cannot be alienated 
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'Twas a noble ſaying of a Heathen Phi- 
pſopher, Were I a Nightingal I would 
„ (ing as a Nightingal, or were I a Lark 
would pear as a Lark; But now that 
am a Man endued with the faculties of 
* Underſtanding and Reaſon : I will fet 
forth the Glory and Praiſe of my Creator 
in a more noble Way, (that is) by a 
faithful Diſcharge of that Work, which 
* the great Maſter of the Scenes hath 
aſligned me in this Life, If Rich, I will 
' glorify God by my Liberality and pub- 
lick uſefulneſs, if Poor, I will glorify 
God by an innocent Contentednefs, and 
humble Reſignation of my ſelf to the 
„Will of Him, who hath an undoubted 
* Right to diſpoſe of us according to his 
# Pleaſure, If a Magiſtrate, I will glorify 
God by my Zeal and Activity in the Em- 
* ployment of that Authority, where ith he 
* hath entruſted me, to the Advancement 
of his Honour and Intereſt in the World. 
And ſo in all the other Circumſtances 
of Life, the fulfilling of the Will of God 
as moſt Abſolute Owner, and ſo the moſt 
Kiohtfal Diſpoſer, was propoſed by this 
xcellent Heathen, as the Meaſure and 
3 End 
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( 20 ) 
End of all his Actions. I might here «.Melves 
large upon this Sublime Inſtance of H-,.MChrif 
then Divinity, and enforce it upon you er u 
Minds, by ſhewing under what mighty perfor 
diſadvantages this Excellent Philoſopher Mite t. 
rais d himſelf to ſuch exalted frame offwhict 


Spirit ; but I remember I am ſpeaking toMtele 
a Chriſtian Auditory, to Thoſe, who beſide et, 
the Common and avowed Principles offi th 
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Natural Religion, not only profeſs but 
have been ſolemnly baptized into the Be- 
lief of God, as their Creator and Governor, 
offended by Sin, but reconciled unto them 
by Chriſt our Saviour and Redeemer 
therefore leaving this Argument to be im 
proves in your more ſerious Meditations 
I proceed, 


Thirdly, to ſhew how the Conſideration 
That we are not our own, but are bough 
with a Price, obliges us in Interef! ti 
devote our ſelves entirely to the Service o 


God, 


And this it does upon Two Accounts. * [ 
reat 

i/?, Becauſe the fulfilling of the Wilgant, 
and Pleaſure of God in the Uſe and Imgance 
provement of all the Faculties of our Soulf Leith 
and Bodies, is the only Way to entitle ou pole t 


ſelve 
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elves to the glorious Benefits which 


en- 

2 hriſt by his Redemption hath purchaſed 
your Wor us. That there are Conditions to be 
aht performed on Man's part, previouſly requi- 
pher Mite to the enjoyment of thoſe Mercics 


phich Chriſt hath purchaſed for us, that 


c 0 te L 

1p. tolfhele Conditions are Repentonce for Sins 
elde at, and a Solemn Dedication of our ſelves 
es oo the Service of God for the time to 


s but 
e Be. 
rnct, 
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come, both Theſe are Truths as plain and 
pbvious as Scripture can make them. And 
indeed could we ſuppoſe Revelation had 
deen wholy ſilent in this Matter, the Condi- 
tionality of the Covenant of Grace, purcha- 
ſd by the Blood of Chriſt, is ſo entirely 
greeable to the dictates of Natural Reaſon, 
and the contrary ſo abhorrent thereto, fo 
repugnant to the Nature of God, as a Holy, 


ation Miſe, and Juſt Being, that it is impoſſible 
onghWor any who is not reſolved to ſhut his Eyes 
ef! raf&gainit the cleareſt Light, to imagine that 
ice oy thing leſs than the Performance of 


the Conditions, can entitle him to the 
Promiſes. If then the Promiſe of Mercy 
us. Dud Pardon, of Life and Bleſſedneſs, the 

Great and Glorious Benefits of this Cove- 
Wil rant, is annexed to the Perſonal Pcrfor- 
| Im man of the Conditions, Repentance, 
Soul Leith and ſincere Obedience (and to ſup» 
le ou doſe the contrary would be to caſt the moſt 
ſelve blaſ- 
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blaſphemous Re flection upon God, by ſiy. 
ing, That the moſt Holy, Wiſe God hath 
in the literal Senſe of the Words, F(:a- 
bliſh'd Iniquity by a Law,) if, I ſay, the 
Bleſſings of Eternal Life are propos'd as the 
Reward of our Induſtry and Obedience, 
then it highly concerns us as we would con. 
ſult our Deſt and trueſt Intereſt, to Arif 
and be doing the Will of our Father which 
is in Heaven, that ſo we may be numhre4 
amongſt thoſe bleſſed Ones, in the 224 
of the Revelations, and the 14th, That d 
the Commandments of God, that they my 
bave right to the Tree of Life, and enter 
in through the Gates into the City, 


But then 2dly, Intereſt obliges us 
upon another Account to devote our ſelves 
to the Service of God, and that is, as 
we would eſcape 


ſelf ; The Bleſſings of Life, Health, Friends, 
Food, and Raiment are all of them ſo 
many Engagements to devote our ſelves 
to the Service of the Gracious Author 
of them, Theſe are the Returns my 

0 


that Load of Guilt 
and Puniſhment which the Neglect of 
this Duty will moſt certainly devolve 
upon us. The great End of all the 
Mercies that God is pleas'd to diſpenſe 
unto us, is to draw us nearer to him- 
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God expects at our Hands; and that 
they might be effectual to this End, it 
hath pleaſed God to implant in our 
Nature a Principle of Self-Love to en- 
dear theſe Mercies unto us, that ſo the 


ce Delights ariſing from a quick and lively 
con. reli of them by affecting the Senſe, might 
riſe revreſent to the higher Faculties of the Soul 
nchWhe Amiableneſs of Infinite Goodneſs in 
bredMerder to attract our Love. This is the 


Deſign of all God's Mercies unto us, and 


at Wo the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. ii. 4. That 
"9 Wb: Goodneſs of God leadeth us to Repen- 
enter , 


Lance, it is the moſt natural, and ſo the 
powerful Motive to engage us to it, But 
then if it fail of this Effect, if either 
ö our Inſenſibility or Obſtinacy, we neg- 
elves to improve the Mercies of God to their 


5, 5 WWcl2n'd Ends, they will inſtead of Bleſſings 
GulltB@rove the greateſt Curſes to us, and leave us 
4 * na much worſe Condition than they 
volve 


ound us, loaded with much heavier Guilt 


then bound over to much ſorer Puniſh- 


ſpenleWhent, and this in proportion to the great- 
1 els and value of the Mercies we have 
len 0 ontemned, To come home to the Inſtance 
m 


1 the Text, the Mercy there recommend- 

d and proposꝰd by the Apoſtle to the Corin- 

bians, as a Motive to their Obedience, 

nd entire Reſignation of themſelves K r 
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Will of God, is of the higheſt and mg 
Comprehenfive Nature, even out Redempt. 
on by Jeſus Chriſt. Now as the Beneßt 
hereof are unconceivably great to thoſe wh, 
improve this Mercy, to the End for whic 
it was deſigned by God, which is to driy 
us nearer to himſelf, by the moſt amazing 
Inſtznce of Condeſcending Love and Kind 
neſs, ſo, and for this very Reaſon, will th: 
Loſs and Miſery be unſpeakably deplorabl 
to thoſe, who ſtand out againſt the mot 
endearing Arguments of Love and Good 
neſs, and by an obſtinate contempt of thi 
Mercy, defeat the gracious Methods thi 
God hath made uſe of, for their Recover 
and Eternal Happineſs, Let us then 
beſeech you my Brethren , by the Threat 
nings as well as Mercies of God, be per 
ſuaded in this our Day, to conſider 1 
things that belong to our Everlaſting Peat: 
Life and Death the greateſt Bleſling 
and the greateſt Curſe, are ſet before us 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, if th 
former in all the glorious Repreſentation 
in which tis ſet forth to us in the Goſpe 
will not raiſe our Defire, and attract ov 
Love, if to be Heirs of God, and jon 
Heirs with Chriſt, if to be Partakers of th 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light, and 
crowned with Glory and Honour and In 
| mortall 
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(25) 
nol mortality in the Heavens, if the proſpect 
11 of all this will not excite our Hopes, and 
eig afuate our endeavours to make our Calling 
hae and Election ſure, at leaſt let the Conſide- 
nich ration of the dreadful Menaces denounced 
rar in Scripture againſt thoſe who trample un. 
ing der Foot the Son of God, fo far work upon 
ind our Fears, as that we may be prevalled 
|| thiWupon to kiſs the Son, leaſt he be Angry, 
:10|Wnd we periſh from the Way. For if be that 
1n0'eſpiſed Moſes's Law, died without Mercy, 
00s the Author to the Hebrews tells us, 
f this bap. x, 28, Nay if the Gentiles who had 
s thinly the Light of Nature, to diſcover their 
overWelation to God, and the Duties ariſing 
hen Wiſherefrom, if They becauſe they held the 
hreuf ruth in Unrighteouſneſs, and when they 
de pan God, glorified him not as God, 
either were thankful for the Mercics of 
PeacWMheir Creation and Preſervation, became 
-{1109Witly obnoxious to the Wrath of God, of 
: 115 Wow much fſorer Puniſhment ſhall We 
if thWri//i2ns be thought worthy, who enjoy- 
4105 a much clearer Revelation of God's 


Bol Will, and more glorious Manifeſtations 
act o his Goodneſs to us, ſhall negle ſo great 
/ 110 kation, and deny the Lord that bought 
5 0: 118, the Honour due unto his Name. 
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III. But I haſten to my Third and Lyj 
thing propos'd, which was to give yy 
me Directions for 3 of the 

uty enjoyned in my Text, of Glorifjin 
God. And here it will be cel 8 
remind you of what I obſerved to you, in 
the former Part of this Diſcourſe : Thy 

| ſince the Infinite Perfections of God, ren. 
oo der it impoſſible for any Created Being 

1 to add any thing of Real Worth and Excel 
lency to his Nature, the only way where 
Man is capable of honouring and glotl 
fying God, is by ſhewing forth his Excel 
Jencies to the World, in as full a Tranſcipt 
of all his Imitable Perfections, as out 
imperfe& Natures are capable of. Non 
that we may be inſtrumental hereto. 
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Firſt, we muſt endeavour to Impre 
upon our Minds worthy and becomin 
Conceptions of God, In his Being w 
muſt apprehend him to be Self-Exiſten! 
Unlimited, Immenſe, the Original a 
Fountain of all Created Beings and Peri: 
ctions. In his Attributes we muſt con 
ceive of him as Infinite, and ſo Moſt Holy 
moſt Good and Merciful, moſt Juſt, mo 

Faithful, moſt Wiſe, and moſt Powerl! 
In his Operations, or the Out-goings . b 
4 el 


( 27 ) 

perfections towards his Creatures, we muſt 
repreſent him to our ſelves as moſt Per- 
ect and Indefectible, his Power, Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and all his other Attributes we 
muſt conceive, as acting in the Harmo- 
nious Concent, and intimate Union one 
vith the other. This is the firſt Step we muſt 
takein our Approaches to God, *tis this, and 
only this will imprint on our Hearts that 
internal Eſteem, Reverence and Love of 
God, which as the Soul will give Life, 
and Activity to all the ſubſequent Acts of 
Religion. And therefore the Apoſtle tells 
w, He that comes to God muſt believe 
that be is z From the Obſervation of 
the Effects, of Power, Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, in his Own wonderful Frame, and 
the Conſtitution of all Things about him; 
He muſt be convinced that there is ſome ſu- 
preme Independent Being, the Original 
WW Cauſe and Author of all things, from 
„„ hence Himſelf and all other Beings, de- 
nve the ſeveral degrees of Goodneſs, be- 
| 2» beging to their Natures, and in the fulfil- 
Perfelf ling of whoſe Will and Pleaſure conſiſts 
con te utmoſt Perfections of their Beings. 
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But now becauſe Faith without Works i; 
dead, becauſe the Belief and Acknowledy. 
ment of God's Being and Perfections, if 
not productive of a Reverential Eſteem of 
his moſt Glorious Majeſty, and a Beha. 
viour ſuitable thereunto is 245, and worth 
leſs in his Sight, and will but entitle vs 
to'the dreadful Portion of thoſe Apoſtate 
Spirits, who believe and tremble ; Our 
next Care muſt be, Secondly, To Improve 
our Conceptions of the Divine Nature and 
Perfections into a ſuitable: Behaviour aud 
Conduct of our Lives; For Then do we 
moſt glorify God, when our Lives are ſuch 
as do moſt plainly diſcover the Excellencies 
of his Nature, and that is, when they are 
moſt conformed to the Divine Perfections, 
when we make it appear viſibly to the 
World, that we act upon higher Principles, 
and propoſe to our ſelves nobler Ends, 
than the Generality of the World do, 
who Think and Speak, and Live as if they 
had refolved with thoſe bold Offenders, 
Pſal. xviii- 4. That their Thoughts, their 
Tongues, their Lives, are their own, and 
none is Lord over them. Of whom 
St. Paul hath given us a Deſcription in 
Words of a Sad-Egphaſis. Phil. iii. 19. 
M boſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe God i. 


their 


( 29) 


lei, Belly, and whoſe Glory is in their 


Came, who mind Earthly things, Which 
ede-MCharafter that it may never belong to any 
, H kus, but that we may All of us be perſuaded 
n of by the Mercies of God to preſent our ſelves, 
cha. Moth Souls and Bodies, a Living Sacrifice, 
rth-WHoly, Acceptable unto God, which is our 


Reaſonable Service, God of his Infinite 
Mercy grant, _ thro? the Merits and Inter- 
ion of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
o whom with the Father, and the Eternal 
birit, Three Perſons, but One God, be 
aſcribed as is moſt due, All Honour and 
bry, Dominion and Praiſe, Now and 
xr Evermore. 
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Aavertiſement. 
HE Cafe of Ordination, Conſider! 
| Being a ſeaſonable Eſſay to Redif 
ſome prevailing Opinions, particularly, That 
Novel Doctrine contrary to Reaſon, Scrip 
ture and the Judgment of the Church of 
England, concerning the Abſolute Neceſl 
ty of Epiſcopal Ordination to the Being ol 
the Church and Miniſtry, and conſequently 
the Nullity of the Adminiſtration of Al 
thoſe who have not ſuch Ordination. Thi 
Second Edition. By the ſame Author 
Printed by J. Matth-ws, and to be Soldbj 
M. Laurence, at the Angel in the Poultry, 
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